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Committee it elected. The June Central Executive Committee continued to function for two months longer, held meetings, and published a newspaper.
There was much activity among the left-wing organizations. Trade unions, factory committees, socialist parties, institutions of local government—all held congresses at which political issues were hotly debated. Typical were the two congresses of peasants* deputies: the ^extraordinary" congress (November 10 to 25) and the second "regular" congress (November 26 to December 11). Both were split by the conflict between the opponents and the supporters of Bolshevism, a division corresponding, roughly, to that between the right and the left socialist revolutionaries. The two warring factions met separately most of the time and passed diametrically opposed resolutions. Nevertheless the Bolsheviks and the left socialist revolutionaries, who were about to form an alliance, adopted a resolution merging the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers* Deputies with the Central Executive Committee of the Soviets of Peasants' Deputies, a move designed to bring the peasant Soviets in line with the Bolshevik-controlled Soviets of Workers' and Soldiers' Deputies (November 15). Like the congresses of the peasant Soviets, other "democratic" organizations were divided and at odds among themselves. The interminable debate raging in the crowded halls was arid, confused, and replete with dogmatism and personal animosity; it revolved largely around the problems of peace, the Constituent Assembly, and the make-up of the government. Few of the socialist critics of Bolshevism believed in the possibility of continuing the war but no one seemed to know how to end it. There was general agreement that the salvation of Russia depended on the immediate convocation of the Constituent Assembly; opinions, however, were divided as to the political complexion of the government. Some favored a coalition with the non-socialists, others a coalition of all socialist parties, still others a coalition of all socialist parties except the Bolsheviks. The October revolution was not yet taken seriously.
The avowed objective of the Bolsheviks, often stated by Lenin, was to smash the machinery of the bourgeois government and to rebuild the administrative apparatus from the ground on a socialist basis. For obvious reasons, this could not be done at once; in the meantime anomalies developed. The socialist ministers of the Provisional Government were released from prison and reconstituted themselves as a

